All Candidates’ Debate – Thursday Feb 1, 2007

Weston Collegiate Auditorium – 100 Pine St.

7:30 – 9:30 (doors open at 6:30)

WCC Update - January 25, 2007
Murray McLeod
With the resignation of Joe Cordiano in September, the Liberal government has called a by-election for the riding of York South-Weston on February 8, 2007.  The Weston Community Coalition will be sponsoring an all-candidate’s debate on Thursday Feb 1, 2007 at 7:30 pm in the Weston Collegiate Auditorium.  

As many of you may know, this riding is the second-poorest in all of Ontario (behind Kenora/Rainy River).  The Toronto Star has begun an excellent series on poverty and the social safety system in Ontario.  So poverty, the minimum wage, child supplement clawbacks, etc., will all be part of the campaign.  

In addition, of course the ever-present Air-Rail-Link (Blue 22) issue will be front and centre in this campaign.  Just before the election was called, we were advised by the Ministry of the Environment that the Minister was delaying her decision on the Terms of Reference until February 9.  Imagine our surprise when we learned the next week that the election would be February 8, the day before!  Draw your own conclusions.  

If, as Mr. Cordiano suggested before he quit politics, Blue 22 was not going to happen, we should have seen some indication of that from the government itself.  But the EA presses on, and indications from the proposed Terms of Reference are that Blue 22 is very much alive.  Indeed the Terms of Reference seem designed to point to the Weston option by virtue of cost being a prime consideration, not the environment.  

We were also advised by the Ministry that although GO’s responses to our complaints about the Terms of Reference are public documents, they will not provide us with copies.  GO has also refused to send us copies.  We can look at them in the ministry offices at 25 St. Clair Ave W, which we intend to do, but it will be difficult to make these ‘public’ documents truly ‘public’ if we can’t have copies.
We have not had any reply to our letter to the Minister of Transportation, Donna Cansfield, concerning the changes GO made to the Terms of Reference, nor to our request for ‘participant funding’ so the WCC can be on a more even footing with GO when it comes to economic and environmental experts.  In meetings with the WCC Ms. Cansfield advised us to let her know of any problems we hit, but we haven’t had any luck getting her full attention on this matter.

Mike Sullivan
Chair
Weston Community Coalition 

