Weston Park Baptist Church Response 

to the 

Georgetown South Service Expansion & Union Pearson Rail Link

Environmental Project Report
“Community Catalyst or Railway Accommodation”
It is with protest that we received the recommendations of Metrolinx Environmental Project Report for the train corridor through the Weston Community.  The Environmental Review lacked effective documentation during the community consultation and the outcome does not take into account something great that could take place in the Weston community.  Representatives of the church advocated throughout the process.  We are in support of an expanded passenger service, with the construction of an “integrated transportation hub” and the “lowering of the whole corridor” to accommodate this community asset.   
This train corridor has the potential of being a Community Catalyst for economic and community renewal in Weston or it will become a liability to the community.  We all know that well designed transportation hubs can be a tremendous asset to a community, while conversely a transportation corridor or a Railway Accommodation can be a barrier to a community and cause it to be a place where people do not want to live or work.  The Weston Community needs an integrated “Weston Transportation Hub”, and one has not been considered in the report.  The proposed plan is a liability to the community, and will have serious negative social and economic impacts on the community.

After reviewing the report, it is clearly evident that the report does not give serious consideration to “lowering the whole corridor” to accommodate all present and future train traffic.  This alternative has been advocated by many community members from the beginning of the consultation process, but was not given serious consideration until the John Street Design Charrette.  Until this charrette the engineers continued to verbally dismiss this proposal, stating that it was unfeasible because the grades of the CP freight train track would be too great (greater than 2%) for the CN//CP freight trains.  
At the charrette, the logic and feasibility of “lowering the whole corridor” was finally considered by the engineering team.  Appendix C reluctantly demonstrates the true potential for this alternative, but is quickly dismissed without complete community impact data.  In addition, in the summary of alternatives on page 80-81, this alternative is ignored.  Why was this not considered as a serious alternative for the corridor redevelopment?  Why was this alternative never presented to the public for consideration at the final Open House?  “Lowering the whole corridor” is the best alternative for the Weston Community according to Environmental Review standards.
Consider the following:

Weston Needs an Community Catalyst not a Railway Accommodation Plan – a transit hub
· Weston is a community that has incrementally declined since the 1960s.  
· Without reviewing the political and economic factors that have taken place over the past 50 years, it is obvious to long time residents that Weston has been overlooked and left out of any major capital expenditures helping it to transition into a modern age.
· A quick drive around the community offers a picture of the poor planning and haphazard development that has taken place.  The three levels of government have not been co-ordinated in their development.  For example, the train transportation corridor does not intersect with the seven TTC bus routes that pass under the Lawrence Avenue train underpass.  The possibility of the developing a major train/transit hub in Weston would be transformational and this is an opportunity that should not be missed.
· The proposed corridor redevelopment plan is a Railway Accommodation Plan and not a plan that will be an Economic Catalyst for the community.  It provides a means for the trains to get through the community, but does not provide any positive vision for how the community will develop around this corridor redevelopment.  It increases the number of physical divisions in the community.  It does not bring the transportation routes and the citizens together.
Lack of Transit Integration Planning
On page 206 of the report there is a list of seven TTC buses that pass the Weston/Lawrence intersection, but no plan has been presented to integrate these buses into the new Weston GO/Air Link Station.
· It is our contention that “lowering the whole corridor” is essential to design of bus of ramps and the required infrastructure to create a transportation hub.  We suspect that surface driveways and traffic lights will be used to accommodate buses and control traffic.  This will only cause congestion, and will not create a seamless integration of public transit.
· If this phase of development is approved without fully integrating all modes of public transit into the development, it will result in an inadequate Weston Transportation Hub. 
Avoid Creation of Community Barriers

Denison Road East –

· “Lowering the whole corridor” is much more logical then any of the costly alternatives considered in the report.  Denision Road would be an improved transportation link in the community rather than an accommodation to the rail corridor.
John Street Closure-

· Closing John Street and creating a pedestrian/bicycle access is an accommodation that would seriously impact the movement of people the community.  
· The closing of John Street limits the flow of people and vehicles to and fro from the mixed commercial/residential west part of the community to the east residential part of the community.  The railway corridor has created a historic barrier in the community and closing any access point would have a negative impact to the cohesion of the community.
· Pedestrian/bicycle bridges are not conducive to cyclist or pedestrians and during inclement weather they can be difficult for the elderly, disabled and the average pedestrian to maneuver.  

· “Lowering the whole corridor” would create a seamless re-development of the train corridor.
Noise & Vibration

· Vast amounts of data have been collected in the report regarding noise and vibration, but it is clear that the “lowering of the whole corridor” would minimize all these concerns.  In new areas of development it is common practice for highways and train corridors to be recessed to reduce the noise and vibration impact on the community.

· Above ground concrete barriers offer a poor second choice to “lowering the whole corridor”, and they may create a “walled effect” to a community.

· Future trains may need to travel faster increasing noise & vibration levels and a lowered corridor would offer this opportunity.
Future Increased Train Traffic in the Corridor
The following train traffic considerations have not been fully considered in the report:
· With the City of Toronto’s commitment to increase development density pressure to increase trains will continue.
· The continued growth of the regions surrounding Toronto will increase the commuter traffic through the Weston Community. 
· With Province and the City’s emphasis on public transit verses the automobile, it is inevitable that train traffic will increase.
· Increased air passenger travel at Pearson Airport.
· While the types of trains may change in the future, it is unlikely any major change to this reconstruction of the rail bed will take place in the next 50 years, so it is important that it be build to accommodate present and future traffic.
Train Derailment

“Lowering the Whole Corridor” is necessary for this densely populated community when we consider the impact of a train derailment.  Train derailment is not considered in this report.

Conclusion

“Community Catalyst” or “Railway Accommodation” coupled with “Weston Transportation Hub

 Redeveloping the railway lines by “Lowering the Whole Corridor” and creating a “Weston Transportation Hub” is what the Community of Weston needs.  Increasing train traffic and building infrastructure to accommodate this increased train traffic will escalate the unfortunate downward spiral of a once vibrant community.  The increased cost and construction disruption is a small price to pay to gain a community asset that will attract interest and positive development to the community.  Train safety is increased “Lowering the Whole Corridor”.
This Metrolinx report concluded that it was in the best interest of the Liberty Village Community to lower the train corridor at Strachan Avenue.  The same consideration must be given to Weston.

Community re-development takes major infrastructure infusion.  Throughout Toronto we see this in the development of The Distillery District, Liberty Village, the Regent Park Revitalization and various communities with subway access (trains are buried to make the negative effect innate to the community).  Weston needs this development, if it is done positively it will be a “Community Catalyst”, but if a “Railway Accommodation” is built, it will continue to depress and marginalize the community.   
