TRAINS IN OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD - TOXIC OR TERRIFIC?

THE GOVERNMENTS OF CANADA AND ONTARIO have proposed to put between 350 and 415 Diesel Trains per day (119,000 per year) along the tracks near your home.  That is a seven-fold increase.  It will mean more noise, vibration, disruption and above all pollution.  The trains will run past on average every 3 minutes or so.  Most will be heavy locomotive pulled GO Trains, and 140 per day will be refurbished 55 year old BUDD railcars.  A small number will be freight trains (as today) and if VIA service becomes high-speed, another 50 or so could be VIA trains.  This will be the BUSIEST heavy rail corridor on the planet.  We will be the only city in the world building a diesel train to its airport.  None of these trains will stop, except at Dundas West and perhaps in Weston.  They will be of little or no use to the communities they race through.
If these trains are Diesel, it will be the same amount of Nitrous Oxide (smog) pollution as if 15 lanes of automobiles from the busiest part of the 401 Highway were placed in your backyard.  That’s 129 MILLION Cars per year.
That’s why we say:
BUILD IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!
Community groups all along the corridor are calling on all levels of government to insist that all these services be electrified.  Electric Trains are quieter, emit no toxins into the neighbourhood, are quicker, and vibrate less than heavy diesel.  
We are also demanding that the trains stop in convenient local neighbourhoods, so there will be some benefit to the people who must endure the frequency of trains.

We are demanding that the trains be run as public transit, with public transit level fares.  Current plans for the airport link are for a 407-like system where a private operator will set fares at whatever the market will bear ($20 each way in 2002) in order to maximize profit and keep the system as an elite service with no crowded trains.  The traincars seat a maximum of 60, but an average of 12 is the plan at present.

We are demanding that the rail corridor, including freight, be buried through residential neighbourhoods, to avoid road closures and to deal with the frequency of trains.

We are demanding that a bike path be built along the entire corridor to provide a hill-free path for residents who wish to commute in a healthy manner.

WHAT THEY ARE TELLING US
Metrolinx has stated that the plan is to electrify the GO services at some point in the next 15 years.  However, that plan is not funded, and it does not help the 30,000 children who attend schools in the corridor in the next 15 years.  And Metrolinx apparently cannot order the private train operator to electrify the Air-Link, despite the fact that the public is paying for the infrastructure it will run on.
Metrolinx has stated that the timetable (shovels in the ground by the end of this year) does not permit the study of electrification as part of the Environmental Assessment.
There has been no answer to the rest of our demands.  A short tunnel (300 metres) is planned in Weston to keep 2 roads open.  A single extra stop (Weston) was added to the Air-Link plans though GO has suggested it may close the Weston GO station if a stop is added at the Eglinton LRT.

Metrolinx will start a very short Environmental Assessment (4 months for the public to have input) in a few weeks.  There have been a handful of open houses, but no public meetings are planned.  

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Each person along this corridor needs to contact their local, provincial and federal politicians and let them know in no uncertain terms that this plan is unacceptable.  Let them know that you agree with our demands – that the trains be electric, be real public transit, with stops in local communities, that the trains be buried in residential neighbourhoods, and that  a bike path be constructed.  

The folks in Weston have a website which has a lot of information on the project – www.westoncommunitycoalition.ca  

Your local community group can be reached at ……………..    TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!






