The Honourable John Baird 
Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities
Tower C - 330 Sparks Street
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
K1A 0N5

March 13, 2009

Dear Minister Baird,

Recently Metrolinx, the regional transportation authority for the GTA, announced their plan for the expansion of the Georgetown GO line, which includes a proposal for an air-rail link spur line to Pearson international airport. 
The Metrolinx plan proposes adding tracks to the current existing corridor with a grade separation at Denison Road and a tunnel for the passenger trains as they pass through the most populated parts of the historic town of Weston in my riding of York South-Weston. 

However, the Metrolinx plan does not address the issue of CN and CP freight trains in the corridor running through Weston which fall under the federal jurisdiction of the Ministry of Transit, Infrastructure and Communities. 

I am writing today to comment on the need for sound barriers for freight trains in the sections of the corridor which are most densely populated. Much work is going into the mitigation factors for passenger rail, while little attention is being paid to the issue of the much bigger freight trains that operate in the area. I have had the opportunity to discuss this with our local Member of Parliament Mr. Alan Tonks who has also shown interest in this issue. 
The development of a tunnel through Weston for passenger trains is well-supported, but there is much local support for including the freight corridor in the tunnel as well. 

New investment in transit infrastructure has the potential to provide much-needed jobs that form the basis of a secure, vibrant and stable community. I trust that your Ministry will take this rare opportunity to participate in such a major project to study the possibilities for addressing mitigating factors such as sound barriers for freight trains through Weston as this project moves forward. 

Sincerely,
Laura Albanese
Cc: MP Alan Tonks, York South-Weston
