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March 17, 2009

Mayor David Miller

Toronto City Hall, 2nd Floor,

100 Queen St. West, 

Toronto ON M5H 2N2
and

Dr. David McKeown

Medical Officer of Health

Public Health

277 Victoria Street

Toronto, ON M5B 1W2

Dear Mayor Miller and Dr. McKweown:

Re: Metrolinx Proposal for Air-Rail Link and extended services
I am writing to request your support and immediate action, concerning the Metrolinx proposal 

to use diesel fuelled equipment for the new air rail link between Union Station and Pearson International airport and the extension of commuter lines (in collaboration with GO Transit) to Georgetown, Brampton and other related proposals in the overall expansion of public transit in the Greater Toronto area and beyond.  This initiative includes, but is not limited to, the east west route between Hamilton and Pickering and the north south routes from Union station to Georgetown, Brampton, Barrie and Guelph.
First let me say that I support the expansion of public transit wholeheartedly, my issue is not with the expansion of service or the routes that are proposed, these are items which are frankly beyond my knowledge base.  What I am concerned about is the equipment and fuel that is being proposed to support this expansion.

As I understand it, from information provided by Metrolinx staff at the two open houses I attended earlier this year, Metrolinx is intending to use ‘clean’ diesel for the proposed Union station to Pearson International airport link and GO transit is planning to use refurbished engines using tier two technology (which is not clean diesel) for its expansion of both the north south and east west routes.

I spoke recently to the consultant who is heading up the Metrolinx health impact study for the proposed Union station/Pearson airport.  Dr. Ferguson of Intrinsik Environmental Sciences Inc., explained that their company will be working with R.W.B.I., an organization which specializes in developing air dispersion models to calculate emissions.  The combined group will be looking at the health impacts along the proposed Union/Pearson line which has some 50 Toronto District School Board schools and 24 Toronto Catholic District School Board schools.  In addition there are a number of day care centres and seniors residences.  There is of course residential housing along the route.
My understanding of this process is that the consultants are tasked with examining the health impact of the ‘clean’ diesel model.   There is to be no comparative study that will look at the health impact of electrification of the lines.
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I have been forwarded a copy of the letter which was sent to Mr. Simon Chamberlain of the Mount Dennis Community Association; while I am not a member of this organization, those of us who are concerned about the health impacts of this public transit expansion share information with each other.

I note in   Dr. McKeown’s response to Mr. Chamberlain that City Council has ‘requested that Metrolinx employ electric vehicles’.  While I am delighted that City Council supports the notion of 

electrification of the proposed expansion, it remains a  request,

My concerns centre on the incongruencies in the planning and development process as it

has been articulated by Metrolinx staff on behalf of the Metrolinx board of directors.  As I understand it the Environmental Assessment process for the Union/Pearson link which require the building of additional rail lines along the corridor will begin shortly and stretch over a six month period.  The health impact studies carried out by Intrinsik Environmental Sciences Inc., in collaboration with R.W.B.I  with be completed  in parallel to the Environmental Assessment process; although I am assuming at some point in the environmental process they will be factored in to the decisions coming out of the Environmental Assessment..  Once a decision has been made on this initiative (i.e. electric or diesel), it will have a knock on effect on all of the other initiatives.  As I am sure you are aware, the Metrolinx plan is proposing, in collaboration with other carriers (GO Transit, CN and CP) that  some 414 trains will be travelling daily  through the junction area of Toronto when expansion is complete.  
Since there is no provision of analysis of comparison of diesel versus  electrification in the Metrolinx process, how can these two alternatives be considered on their merits with respect to the impacts on human health.?
I am therefore requesting the following:

(1)  That the Department of Public Health be tasked with completing a literature review of other jurisdictions (London UK and California as examples) to get an overview of the pros and cons of diesel/electrification with respect to human health issues and that this material be made public.
(2) That the Department of Public Health develop air dispersion models for the maximum number of trains traveling through the junction area powered by diesel and electricity at the estimated maximum rate of 414 per day, before a decision is made on the most cost efficient mode for public transportation.   Not to labour the point, I would expect that the models would factor in the economic costs for diesel versus electrification in relation to health.  My particular concerns are related to respiratory diseases (especially asthma) and the carcinogens and other fine particulate matter  that are related to diesel even ‘clean diesel’.  

I would be happy to discuss this request and its implications with either of you, should you require additional information, and look forward to your prompt response.
Sincerely

E. Lin Grist

Volunteer

Environmental Health Association of Ontario (EHAO)
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c.c.

   Councillor John Filion Chair Board of Public Health
   Councillor Gord Perks Ward 14
   Councillor Joe Mihevc Ward 21
    Hon. John Gerretsen Minister of the Environment

    Hon. David Caplan Minister of Health and Long Term Care

    Metrolinx  Chair and Toronto Board members
     Rob MacIsaac, Chair Metrolinx
     Adam Giambrone Metrolinx board 
     Chair, Toronto Transit Commission and  Toronto Councillor, Davenport
     Norm Kelly Metrolinx board
     Chair, Planning and Growth Management Committee and
     Toronto Councillor, Scarborough Agincourt
     Dr. Glen Ferguson, Intrinsik Environmental Sciences Inc.
