January 22, 2009
Dear Mr. Marchese:

I am gravely concerned to learn that Metrolinx, a crown corporation, is planning an airport rail link to the downtown core using antiquated diesel train technology.  Although, I believe in the benefits of this project, my family owns a condominium directly adjacent to the rail tracks and I am very concerned about the noise impact of these trains.  According to the Weston residents association, the proposed link would add 300 noisy diesel trains a day or one train every 2 ½ minutes.  The existing diesel GO trains are loud enough and they only run 4 times an hour.  
Furthermore, the Premier who strongly endorses the projects seems to show no regard for residents along the tracks despite the fact that the train runs through some of the most densely populated areas in Canada.  The most frustrating aspect of this project is that the Premier is using a brand new and untested Environmental Assessment that will attempt to ram the project through in less than a year and will not empower residents to have their concerns fairly addressed.   
I am not part of the Weston Community, I am part of the Queen West Community and I have yet to hear anyone advocating for our interests.  I implore you to do so and make sure that our quality of living is not reduced by this short-sighted project.  Toronto is and should be an environmental leader.  Instead, we will be the only City in the World that still uses 50 year old diesel trains for our airport rail link.
Please press the Premier to reconsider and propose an electrified rail link.

Thank you and I look forward to your response.  

Best Regards,

Jonathan Matchett
