Della Arthur,
In the last month, a number of activities have taken place, and more are planned, in our quest to turn a useless Air-Rail Link, into a useful rapid transit system (a subway).

We have been advised that we will need to give the federal department of Transport $3000 to conduct a search of their documents to find items we have requested related to the Air-Rail Link.  We have asked MP Alan Tonks’ office to look into the matter.  We have also been advised by the city official who helped ‘choose’ SNC Lavalin that he is sworn to secrecy and cannot talk about it.
We have, again through MP Alan Tonks, requested that the Federal department of Transport consider ‘bumping up’ the federal portion of the Environmental Assessment.  This would have the effect of granting us ‘participant funding’ so that we can better deal with experts and legal matters during the environmental assessment.

We met with MP Tonks and Councillor Frances Nunziata, and brought both up to speed on our discoveries so far.  Councillor Nunziata is considering bringing the whole matter to council again.  MP Tonks has advised that the best way to get the issue corrected is for the city to re-state its original request for a subway.  We reminded Councillor Nunziata that the cash-strapped city is on the hook for a considerable portion of the funding to build this private railroad.  The city would be well advised to spend scarce taxpayer dollars on transit that actually SERVES Toronto residents.  Mr. Tonks also advised us to write directly to the current Ministers of Transport to express our outrage at the shady way taxpayer dollars are going to private businesses.

We will be meeting with MPP Joe Cordiano and staff from the Ministry of the Environment to brief us on how the Environmental Assessment process will proceed.  GO Transit has now chosen a new consultant (McCormick-Rankin) and we expect to be hearing shortly from them.

Meanwhile, your coalition members are communicating with various community groups and associations to raise the profile of the Weston Subway issue.  Many of them have endorsed the concept, and have written to all the relevant politicians expressing that support.  Politician addresses are on our website (www.westoncommunitycoalition.ca).
We have not yet heard back from our September meeting with Mayor Miller, in which he undertook to study our proposal as a ‘city building’ exercise.  

Finally…..

Ho... Ho...Ho...!!!  The Weston Community Coalition needs a few extra Elves on the day of the Weston Santa Claus Parade to walk with the team to hand out "We Want The Airport Subway Now!" brochures along the parade route.  The parade runs from Church Street in the north to Sidney Belsey Crescent which is north of Jane Street in the south.  We will be walking along side the Shriners' 50 foot train float with our banners and brochures and wearing our No Blue 22! t-shirts (if you don't have a shirt and wish to buy one, they are available at Squibb's on Weston Road).  The parade begins at 2pm on Sunday, November 27th and we need to be with our float no later than 1:30 pm.  Please advise Suri at Squibb's if you are available to join us either by email at squibbs@on.aibn.com or call her at 416-241-5801.
