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HCJESE QOF COMMAONSE
CHAMERE DED COMMUMES
CANADA

ALAN TONKE, M.P, / DEPUTE
YORK SOUTH-WESTON

Qttawa, March 10, 2005

The Honourable Jean Lapierrs, P.C., M.P.
Ministar of Transport

Plage de Ville

330 Sparks 5t, 20th Floar, Tower G
Ottawa, ON K{1A ONB

Dear Minlster:
Re. High speed rall link between Lester B, Fearson Internations] Alrport (LBPIA} and Union Statlon

| am writing with regrards to the proposed high speed rail knk between LBPIA and Union Station. As vou may he aware this ra
link will be running through my riding along existing track In the Weston eommunity.

Yau will find aftached a copy of a latter from the former Minister of Transpart, the Honourable David Collenatte, P.C. In this
letter, the Min(ster statos thal a porfion of the $385 millon commitied ta GO Transitwould be used for arade separation and
overpasses along the Canadian Natlonal Railway Weston subdivision, the rouie 1o be taken by the propased ait-ail ik, Youwll
a)so find atiached a Notice of Cammancement from GO Transit for your Informaion.

In recant wasies, a great deal of confiicting Information has begun to clrculats in the community in responsa fo GO Transit's
Environmental Assessment of the project. Thera have been suggestions Ihat property will ba expropriated and that rather than
building grade separations tfie project will simply block access down eertzin streets thereby effactively cutting the community in
half. While I certainly recognize the beneflls of this project to the GTA in terms of ralleving tratfic cangestion and enhaneing
Toronto's Inter-modal transportation integration, you should note that there Ie a history of opposition o such projects whan
Govamment's at all fevels are not proactive in dealing with the concems of cammunities, such as Weston,

| would therefore request a response at your earllest convenience reaffinming your Department's commitment that should the
project proceed it wili ba in a manner thal wil not negatively atfact the Westan communlty, As well, | would ilke assurances that
there will be grade separafians In the communlty, as ingicated in the attachad letter, that the community will not be aut In hall ag
some hava suggested, and that the expropriation of homes fn Westor wiil not accur, In addition, It is abaolutely crilical that the
resuits of the feasibllily study and publjc inpul through the environmental assessmert will be given careful cansideration.

| would Ifka to take this opporiunity o request a briefing from the Depariment of Transport regarding this project as soon as
possible, Thank-you for raviewing this latter and ! ook forwerd ta speaking with you in the near future. -
Sincaraly, /_,

Alan Tenks, M.P.
York South-Weston
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