247.    A Rapid Transit Connection Between
        Pearson International Airport and Union Station.
        The Committee had before it the following report and communication:

        (i)    (June 26, 1998) from the Commissioner of Urban Planning and Development Services

               recommending that the City Council:

               (1)     endorse the concept of a rapid transit connection between Pearson

                       International Airport and Union Station;

               (2)     endorse the conclusions of Provincial and Federal studies that the corridor

                       adjacent to Highways Nos. 409 and 427, as shown in Figure 1, should be

                       protected for a rapid transit connection between Pearson Airport and the

                       CN Weston rail corridor, and request the Province, Transport Canada,

                       the City of Mississauga, the Region of Peel, and the Greater Toronto

                       Airports Authority to pursue measures to protect the corridor;

               (3)     support upgrading of the Weston rail corridor to accommodate a new station

                       in the vicinity of the Woodbine Racetrack and all-day GO service from Union

                       Station to the new station, and request GO Transit to advise on costs;

               (4)     support the extension of the internal airport transit system from the

                       airport to upgraded GO rail service in the CN Weston rail corridor as the

                       preferred rapid transit option in the 5-10 year time frame, and request

                       Transport Canada (in conjunction with the City of Toronto, Ministry of

                       Transportation, GO Transit, Greater Toronto Airports Authority, Region of

                       Peel, and City of Mississauga) to conduct a physical, operational, and

                       financial feasibility study for this extension;

               (5)     request the GTAA to consider technologies for the internal airport transit

                       system which would be capable of being extended into the Weston rail

                       corridor for a transfer-free connection to Union Station;

               (6)     request the Province and GO Transit to ensure that the upgrading of the

                       CN Weston rail corridor for all-day GO service to the airport is a high

                       priority for GO Rail expansion;

               (7)     request the Greater Toronto Airports Authority to continue to plan for an

                       internal airport transit system in a manner which serves passenger

                       convenience and to be prepared to build the transit system in conjunction

                       with the upgraded GO rail service, or prior to, if demand warrants;

               (8)     request the Mayor and the Chair of the Urban Environment and Development

                       Committee to meet with the Federal Minister of Transport to discuss Federal

                       support for the feasibility study and for the early implementation of the

                       rapid transit connection;  and

               (9)     direct the City Clerk to distribute copies of this report to Transport

                       Canada, the Ministry of Transportation, GO Transit, the Region of Peel, the

                       City of Mississauga, the City of Brampton, and the Greater Toronto Airports

                       Authority, the Toronto Olympic Bid Corporation, the Toronto Board of Trade,

                       and Tourism Toronto;

               providing an update on issues related to planning for a rapid transit connection

               between Pearson International Airport and Union Station;  advising that the

               extension of the internal airport transit system to connect with the Weston rail

               corridor and all-day frequent GO rail service is the most cost-effective option

               for providing the connection within the next 5-10 years; that the further

               extension of the internal airport transit system through the Weston rail corridor

               would provide a direct transfer-free connection to Union Station in the longer-

               term;  and that the Pearson Airport redevelopment plan is a unique opportunity to

               ensure that the rapid transit connection is integrated into the airport in a

               manner which is convenient and attractive to passengers and which will influence

               travel to the airport to be more reliant on transit.

        (ii)   (June 19, 1998) from the GTA Mayors and Regional Chairs Committee submitting a

               copy of the following motion which was adopted by the GTA Mayors and Regional

               Chairs Committee on June 19, 1998:

                       "Moved by:            Mayor Peter Robertson - Brampton

                       Seconded by:          Councillor Doug Holyday - Toronto

               THAT the GTA Mayors and Regional Chairs meet with the Federal Minister of

               Transport to discuss the Federal Government's participation in funding with public

               transit, particularly with GO Transit and the link to the Airport and including

               Union Station."

               On motion by Councillor, the Committee recommended:

               (1)     the adoption of the aforementioned report  from the Commissioner of

                       Urban Planning and Development Services, subject to Council's

                       support being conditional upon the project including a portion of

                       the financial cost of the required upgrades to the subway platform

                       at Union Station; and

               (2)     that Council support the addition of a $1.00 airport fee to be used

                       for the proposed rapid transit connection between Pearson

                       International Airport and Union Station.

