Ruth Abraham
Since we last wrote to you, we have met with all local politicians and with the ministry of the environment.

We asked Mr. Tonks for assistance getting federal funding for the Federal Environmental Assessment (EA), and although he has written to the Minister of Transportation we do not have any reply.  We also asked what he recommended we do about the apparent deceptions by the federal ministry of Transport, and that ministry’s twisting of the original city request for a subway into the proposed Air-Rail Link (Blue 22).  Mr. Tonks suggested we write both Federal and Provincial ministers, and that the city re-state its desire for a subway, to focus the issue.  We have written to both transport ministers, but do not have a response.  

Upon hearing from Mr. Tonks that the city needed to re-state its request for a subway line to the airport, Councillor Nunziata presented that motion to city council at its meeting on December 7, and that motion was passed by council.  Included in the motion was the request that a subway with 10 stops, including Weston, be built to the airport, that existing rail lines be buried with the subway line, and that if a truly private sector Air-Rail LInk were to be built, it be only after a subway was constructed, and that it be underground.

Finally, Mr. Cordiano arranged for us to meet with the Provincial officials who will be responsible for running the Environmental Assessment.  We were given a lengthy presentation and explanation of the process.  Mr. Cordiano reiterated his opposition to the ARL, but was resigned to the fact that his government cannot stop it except through the EA process.  We pointed out that EA’s are not meant to be for making political decisions, but apparently that’s the world we live in.  

We await our call from the GO transit consultants, McCormick/Rankin, who will be shepherding the EA.

Finally the Weston Community Coalition will be holding an all-candidates debate and public meeting on Monday, January 16, 2006 at 7.30 pm. The location is yet to be confirmed, but we will advise all of you by e-mail and by phone and by notices in the community when we know. We will be inviting all those in the Weston Community, and will of course be asking the candidates to state their positions on the Air-Rail Link, the subway proposal, Federal support for city infrastructure, and the revitalization of Weston in particular.  We hope you will all join us at that debate.
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